THE URBAN JUNGLE - “dream, create, live” -  artisan lofts 

Never underestimate the ability of a small energetic and committed group to affect great change.  

The goal of this group is to create an environment that foster growth and diversity.  Our vision is to create an environment were artists and other creative people can gather and exchange (create) ideas.  I seek to provide a space where everyone can come and try their hand at creating.  This space would include a workshop that is both for the beginners (training and supervision) and the advanced (space and expertise).  The living space would emulate and focus the high-energy activities that occur within the workshop and surrounding space.  The lofts would be the reflection of the artists who inhabit them.  We are planning for a wide range or housing opportunities.  We would like to include both long term housing for those who want to make (downtown) grand rapids their home, and short term housing for both visiting artist/professors and those who need a place to stay while they are transitioning to another long term housing option (i.e. buying a house).

The goals of the artisan lofts are to strengthen the surrounding community by promoting diversity and creativity.  One of the ways we are planning to improve the community is to use the collaborative power/leadership of the artisan community clean and beautify the neighborhood and the city.  this will include such things as a weekly/monthly neighborhood cleanup (picking-up-of garbage) or using the skills of the artist to help create new and exciting bus stop/park benches or even helping to create more parks and city green spaces.

We are also hoping to continue to improve the image of the river and grand rapids itself by starting/running the “urban jungle.”  Which would be a small company that specializes in enjoying the outdoors.  Our major focus would be to setup programs like a canoe/kayak tour of downtown grand rapids and the millennium park or a bike tour that starts in downtown and head north to Comerica park or south to ??? (Byron center) or wet to lake Michigan.  these tours would be a great way to showcase the splendor of grand rapids.

Within the building there would be space for small micro-enterprise businesses.  one such space we envision is a small café/gallery for the artisan to sell their wares.  Creating a genuine live/work environment.

